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For My Friends at JPPSS
E-Notes & Other Goodies

Creating Readers for Life

Taking notes can be a real drag on learning. It is my hope that these notes contain
the informational gems and tidbits that you found to be most useful during my
session(s). If you require additional materials, please do not hesitate to email me at
www.dannybrassell.com. Thank you so much for attending my presentation(s), and
please keep me in mind if your school, district or organization ever needs a great
speaker. My goal is to provide superior presentations that are “fun, meaningful and
memorable.” Remember: you make a difference every day. Thank you for choosing
to teach! —-Danny ©

Welcome

Welcome
This is the class —
Who wants to learn,
And read more books,
And make a better TOMORROW!
Bienvenidos
;Quieres aprender? Si!
sQuieres aventura? S/!
;Quieres leer? Si!

;Qué tienen informacion? Libros!
;Qué tienen fotos bonitos? Libros!
;Qué tienen cuentos? Libros!
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A Baker’s Dozen of Lessons Learned from the Teaching Trenches

The Role of Inspiration

1. Good parenting is underrated.

2. Teachers make a difference.

3. Passion is powerful.

4. We become who we hang out with.

The Role of Perspiration

5. To each, his/her own.

6. Reading matters.

7. Some days never end.

8. flexibility + perseverance = results

The Role of Motivation

9. Seek out a “Mrs. Turner.”

10. Your attitude makes/breaks you.
11. Have lots of tricks up your sleeve.
12. Games are good!

13. Tests are lame.

Shameless Self-Promotion

My presentations for the day rely heavily on information that can be found in my
books and website (www.dannybrassell.com):

1.

Brassell, D. (2009). 75+ reading strategies: Boost achievement and build a
life-long love of reading. Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs.

. Brassell, D. (2009). A baker’s dozen of lessons learned from the teaching

trenches. Huntington Beach, CA: Shell Education.

Brassell, D., & Rasinski, T.R. (2008). Comprehension that works: Taking
students beyond ordinary understanding to deep comprehension.
Huntington Beach, CA: Shell Education.

Brassell, D. (2008). Dare to differentiate: Vocabulary strategies for all
students (2" ed.). Guilford Press: New York.

Brassell, D. (2007). News flash! Newspaper activities to meet language-arts
standards & differentiate instruction. Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs.

Brassell, D. (2006). Readers for life: The ultimate reading fitness guide,
grades K-8. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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Chants to Get Students Excited About Reading

This Is How We Do It
2-4-6-8...

What do we appreciate?
Reading!

Reading!

YEAH!

In Spanish!

(Teacher) ;Quierés aprender?
(Students) Sl!
;Quierés aventura?
Sl
;Quierés leer?
Sl

;Qué tienen informacion?
LIBROS!
;Qué tienen fotos bonitos?
LIBROS!
;Qué tienen cuentos?
LIBROS!

Literacy Shout

What about? What about? What about our literacy shout?
Read! Read! Read! Read!
Write, write, write, write, write, write, write, write!

Let’s Start Reading
Let’s (clap) —
Start reading!

(slide) R-E-A-D-I-N-G...

Let’s (clap) —
Start reading!
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132 Strategies for Teaching Reading

There are a plethora of ways to teach reading (I will try to only list interesting ways,
as many boring methods have been endorsed by standardized, adopted reading
programs). My suggestions are research-based, classroom-tested and teacher-
approved. You can also find more detailed discussions of these and other strategies
in the outstanding books, 75+ Reading Strategies: Boost Achievement & Build a
Life-Long Love of Reading (Crystal Springs, 2009) and Readers for Life: The Ultimate
Reading Fitness Guide (Heinemann, 2006). —- DB ©

N W N —

Make time to read.
Find a cool place to read.
Get cool things to read.
Get different types of items to read (books, magazines, menus, cereal boxes,
etc.).
Freedom of choice (allow kids to select what they want to read).
Read aloud.
Be read aloud to.
Use context cues.
Teacher book talks (the salesperson technique)
Discuss readings with friends (literature circles).
Read in stereo (partner read).
Popcorn read, without the stress.
Picture read.
Repeat readings.
Find stories with characters who have names of your students.
Read easy books.
Facilitate cross-curricular themes.
Read tough books.
Read ghost stories with a flashlight.
Read to a stuffed animal.
Read with funny voices.
Make sounds for different characters when a story is read aloud.
Ask students to guess the ending.
Ask students to write the sequel.
Allow students to perform as different characters.
Dictate stories.
crosswords
Ask students to write their own books.
Create classroom big books.
Ask students to guess what story is about based on title and cover.
Use Big Books and follow text with finger.
No book reports or tests. Lots of questions.
Reward students with reading time.
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132 Strategies for Teaching Reading (CONT.)

Create an awesome classroom library.

Read while students read.

Take students to the public library and make sure they all get library cards.
Ask parents to turn-on closed captioning on their televisions.

Scavenger Hunts!

Ask students to brainstorm as many things that they can think of that require
reading. Whoever can think of the most gets a free book.

class labels

Call your local newspaper and ask for classroom editions so all students have
newspapers to take home.

Song lyrics

Rain gutter bookshelves

Celebrity readers

got computers?

Get students on junk mail lists.

Ask students to write silly questions that they can put into a hat. As an end-
of-day incentive, teacher or student draws a question and answers questions
as wisely as possible.

Book baskets readily available at student desks so they can read when they
finish activities early.

Environmental print

Allow students to create their own sniglets

analogies

idioms

Follow instructions/recipes

Teach clues (e.g. initial/final sound, rhymes with, look at picture)

Context cues

K-W-L Plus

Dictionaries

Mad Libs

Concentration

Hang-person

Scrabble-grams

Cliff drawings (sequence of events)

Coded messages

Speed reading for informational texts (headings, subheadings, highlighted
words, chapter summaries)

Nursery rhymes/fairy tales

Find stories about your students’ culture, environment, etc.

Author invitations (Hot Seat)

Favorite book character dress-up day

Readers” Theatre
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132 Strategies for Teaching Reading (CONT.)

Guided Reading

Word jumbles

Shared Reading/Choral Reading

Songs and Chants

lots of different types of poems

Revisit, reflect, retell

Role play

Books on tape/listening centers

Book Buddies (reading volunteers)

Leap Frog

Reciprocal teaching (summarize, question, clarify, predict)

jokes & riddles

Venn diagrams

Comic books

Semantic webs/maps

Compare and contrast characters, stories, etc.

Keep a journal about what you're reading (learning log).

Share letters/messages/notes

Have students create book covers and bookmarks to promote books.
Student-made word cards.

Word walls (with words)

Morphemic analysis (create words with affixes and roots)

Class check-out system with student librarians

Bingo! (with words, characters, stories, etc.)

Sentence construction zone (pocket charts)

Magnetic letters, silly puddy, etc. (don’t forget your kinesthetic learners)
Puppets/stuffed animals

Morning meeting/announcements

pen pals

Charades

dioramas

Pattern books

Student-created alphabet cards with pictures & realia

Classroom newsletters/cards/invitations

Ask students to create math word problems.

Classroom responsibilities (have students monitor attendance, group points,
etc.).

Grocery lists/day planners

Student-created directions (e.g. “Treasure” maps)

Find words that (e.g. start with “j,” have two syllables, rhyme with “can”, etc.
Total physical response (e.g. clap the number of syllables in pumpkin, etc.)
word finds
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132 Strategies for Teaching Reading (CONT.)

111. Class-generated list of why they like to read

112. Slug Bug, and other games from the car

113. word wheels (e.g. letters of alphabet + word endings like “-an”)

114. chapter books

115. student-created plays (e.g. ghost stories, folk tales, legends, etc.)

116. Show-and-Tell

117. Keep personal teacher-student diaries for all students.

118. student-maintained portfolios

119. Allow students to audiotape themselves reading stories.

120. “shine the spotlight” (using light from overhead projector, shine spotlight on
students willing to announce their favorite parts of a story)

121. Résumés/job applications/mock interviews

122. Ask students to discuss how different characters would react to different
situations (e.g. What if the Little Red Hen had help?)

123. 3-2-1 Strategy (3 things you learned, 2 interesting things, 1 question you still

have)
124. Discuss concepts about print
125. Jigsaws

126. Modifying the text (e.g. put into your own words/Cliff Notes)

127. Classroom mailbox

128. “The People’s Court”

129. “Fishing for information” (wading pool and toy fishing poles)

130. Rewrite stories into students’ current environments (e.g. Little Red Riding
Hood in Los Angeles)

131. “A million words” (keeping track of amount of text class reads)

132. “line” reading

Turning Struggling Readers into Passionate Ones

Why don’t people read? There are two reasons. First, there is a thing called
“illiteracy,” which means that they cannot read, and then there is a thing called
“alliteracy,” which means that they will not read. Both are paralyzing, but | argue
in this workshop that there is no such thing as illiteracy. Rather, | believe that
students exhibit different degrees of literacy. Struggling and reluctant readers are
not illiterate, but they would benefit greatly from teachers’ assistance. Therefore,
this workshop aims to show teachers how to: utilize play in a way that encourages
reading for fun; identify strategies that help struggling readers and motivate
reluctant readers in their classrooms; and create an environment where students
take pride in their classroom libraries.
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What’s the Problem?

Three ideas:
1. Today’s alliteracy rate is alarming. Kids are choosing not to read.
2. Gerry Thomas ruined America (he invented the TV dinner)
3. Time magazine needs to do a better job of picking its “Person of the Year.”
Why not give it to Oprah Winfrey, J.K. Rowling or Dolly Parton? These three
women have had a HUGE impact on reading.

* Riddle: What was your favorite textbook as a child?

* Presentation matters

* Pro-Choice: let kids choose whatever they want to read. As long as they are
reading, they are in good hands.

* Itis only reading when we choose to do it for ourselves.

Just for Boys
booksforboys.com: provides book recommendations for boys of all ages.

boysread.org: ditto.
guysread.com: ditto (this one is operated by children’s author Jon Scieszka).

Some Good Book Picks

acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown: The Children’s Literature Web Guide, a Canadian site
with a wonderful database of recommended books.

ala.org: The American Library Association provides lots of great reading
recommendations.

rif.org: Reading Is Fundamental provides reading lists that have been created by
kids for kids.

hanswilhelm.com: children’s author who has made his out-of-print titles available
for FREE downloads online.

lazyreaders.com: the absolute best site on the Internet (it's mine), providing cool,
short book recommendations for all ages.
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Reading & Reading Comprehension

At its heart reading refers to the ability to comprehend or make meaning from
written text. A dictionary definition of the word read states that it is the ability to
examine and comprehend the meaning of written words. Comprehension, then, is
at the heart of any conventional definition of reading.

The National Reading Panel (NRP, 2000) identified five essential components of
reading:

Phonemic awareness

Phonics

Vocabulary development

Fluency

Comprehension

What good is it teaching students how to read if they never want to read?
higher interest = better comprehension
Five Reading Essentials (according to Danny)

Desire

Choice

Comfort

Conversation

Time to Read

What Do Proficient Readers Do?

Reading comprehension can be taught by showing children what proficient readers
think about as they read, and teaching children to use those same strategies
themselves. - Keene & Zimmerman (1998)

The Seven Habits of Proficient Readers
Activating background knowledge
Visualizing
Questioning
Inferring
Determining importance
Synthesizing
“Fix-Ups” (Monitoring for meaning)
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Types of Comprehension Instruction

Current studies demonstrate that when students experience explicit instruction of
comprehension strategies, it improves their comprehension of new texts and
topics. - Hiebert, et. al. (1998)

Seven Types of Instruction (as identified by NRP, 2000)
Graphic & Semantic Organizers
Question Answering
Question Generation
Text Structure
Summarization
Cooperative Learning
Comprehension Monitoring

Engaging Student Interest

Here are some ideas to engage your students’ interest in reading:

Idea #1: Reading Necklaces
Students earn beads for each book read that form a chain they can take home at
end of year.

Idea #2: Green Light: Go
Students create “traffic light” stickers that warn students if a book is worth going
for, so-so or not worth it.

Idea #3: Read to a Stuffed Animal
Students get to teach their stuffed animals how to read better.

Idea #4: Australian Pete & Co.
Vary the way you read books to your students (act like others).

Idea #5: Campfire Interactive Reads
Create class stories that require audience participation.

Idea #6: California Jones
Ask students to describe “mystery objects” and determine what they are used for.
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Engaging Student Interest (CONT.)

|dea #7: The Book Fairy
“Special” books placed on students’ seats with personalized notes attached.

Idea #8: Mystery Reader
Send secret invitations to parents to come read to child’s class.

Idea #9: Musical Chairs Reading
When music stops, read the book on chair you sit in.

Idea #10: Dueling Banjos
Recite a poem/short reading passage in a number of ways (e.g. echo, volume,
opera, etc.).

Pre-Reading Comprehension Strategies

You Make the Call. As an “anticipation guide,” give students a brief reading
passage to capture students’ interest in a topic. Try to take short passages from the
text itself or texts that describe similar situations (e.g. newspaper and magazine
articles). Make sure to choose something that is “catchy” that makes students eager
to read the full text (the activity should work in the same way that a movie trailer
builds anticipation to see a movie).

Idea Survey. Provide students with a checklist of statements before they read a
passage, and ask students to mark an “X” beside the statements that they agree
with. Three to five statements are usually enough (you can also allow students to
look back on this survey and see if their opinions have changed after reading a
selection).

Jackdaws. Also known as mini-museums, jackdaws can contain any number of
items, from maps to food to music to jewelry to clothing to household appliance to
photographs and more. When teachers create a jackdaw by collecting items, they
have a concrete way to talk with students about a topic for which the students may
not have much background knowledge or experience.

The Vinnie Barbarino Technique. Before reading the first section of any chapter,

ask students to mentally or in writing turn a chapter heading, subheading or
boldface term into a question, using “why, how, what, when, where, who?”
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Pre-Reading Comprehension Strategies (CONT.)

Nostradamus. Ask students to make predictions everyday (e.g. what do you think is
going to be on the lunch menu today? What do you think tomorrow’s weather will
be?) By emphasizing to students that predictions are just careful guesses, teachers
can encourage students to use predictions as a useful strategy to help them better
understand what they are reading (and students must not worry about making
incorrect predictions, as predictions are simply educated guesses).

True or False. Before reading, ask students to look at different elements of a story
(e.g. pictures, title, headings, cover, etc.) and ask themselves if they believe what
they are going to read is based on imaginative or realistic events.

Lex 1. Con. Also known as a “vocabulary self-collection strategy,” introduce 5-7
target vocabulary words, and ask students to brainstorm the words’ meanings in
small groups. Often, students with various backgrounds can deduce what new
words mean based on their prior experiences.

Multiplex. Show target vocabulary words in multiple contexts.

During Reading Comprehension Strategies

Audio-Assisted Reading. Provide students with a recording of the passage using a
tape or computer recording of the passage. The reader receives the same
assistance as in choral and paired reading, reading the text while simultaneously
hearing a fluent rendering of the same passage.

Questioning the Author. Active reading involves students in creating dialogue with
the author, striving to reformulate what the author is saying and then extending it.
This involvement encourages students to concentrate and think about what they are
reading. Students read a selection of text and answer questions such as: (1) what is
the author trying to tell you?, (2) why is the author telling you that?; (3) does the
author say it clearly?; (4) how could the author have said things more clearly?; and
(5) what would you say instead?

Think Alouds. By vocalizing how they infer, how they reread, how they create
visual images, how they check predictions, and how they adjust their reading rate
to match purpose and material, teachers can model for students the value of self-
talk as they read.
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During Reading Comprehension Strategies (CONT.)

Check Me Out. As they read, students should monitor how much they understand.
One way they can do this is by asking themselves questions like: Does this make
sense? If it does not make sense, encourage students to use a fix-up strategy (e.g.
reread, look back, read ahead, restate in your own words, etc.).

Stay On Target (a.k.a. Margin Notes). When students’ thoughts drift away from the
text, they need to become more active with the text by reading a paragraph at a
time and writing in the margin items like the main idea, their inferences, whether
they agree or disagree with a point the author makes, etc.

K.L.S.S. (Keep It Simple, Silly). To find the answers to their questions, encourage
students to read only a short section, one paragraph to one page, depending on the
difficulty of the text. For students to ever determine the “big idea” of what they are
reading, they must first master putting together the little ideas.

Reader Breather. Also known as the “3-Minute Pause,” encourage students to
occasionally stop reading, reflect on concepts and ideas that have just been
introduced, make connections to their prior background experiences and seek
clarification.

Paint a Picture. Students must realize that reading is an active, cognitive process
involving more than physically looking at the printed words. It involves looking at
the meanings and ideas behind the words. As students read they visualize what
they read.

Post-Reading Comprehension Website Resources

professorgarfield.org: brought to you by Jim Davis, the creator of “Garfield,” this
site boasts a number of wonderful activities for teachers to use with students. My
favorite is the “Comic Strip Creator,” which allows students to create their own
three-panel comic strips.

sixwordstories.net: blogging is all the rage in classrooms, but | like to teach my
students to walk before they run. Get your students excited about writing by asking
them to create stories that our ONLY six words long. This makes writing much
more tolerable for students — the same reason | love to use poetry and newspapers
with students.
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Post-Reading Comprehension Strategies

Post Reading Discussions. Through the process of talking about the passage with
others, sharing your perspective and getting the perspective of others you are able
to gain a deeper understanding of the passage. Whether this discussion is called
literature discussion groups, book clubs, book bistros, etc., the aim of the activity is
to give students an authentic forum and structure to discussing meaning. Students
answer questions, and they also ask questions. Here are some assigned roles that
can work well in getting started with literature discussion groups:
Discussion leader: Leads discussion/encourages participation.
Summarizer: Begins the discussion with a summary of the reading.
Text-to-Life Connector: Shares and discusses text-to-life connections found
in the passage.
Text-to-Text Connector: Shares and discusses text-to-text connections.
Questioner:  Finds and shares interesting and provocative questions that
emerge from the passage.
Imagineer: Leads a discussion of interesting images in the passage.
Predictor: Leads discussion about upcoming events in the next section of
the text.
Architect: Examines the structure of the passage; comments on and asks
questions about the clarity and underlying structure of the text.
Sentence Finder/Word Wizard: Finds and leads discussion of interesting
sentences and words found in the passage.
Critic:  Provides overall evaluation of the passage — was it worth reading?
Asks classmates to give a thumb up or thumbs down on the piece.

Text Transformations. Allow students to transform the text they have read into
another written form or genre, e.g.:
Prequels and sequels. Tell the story that occurred before or after the original
story.
Change the gender. What happens when the gender of the main characters
changes?
Change the time. How does a story play out in a different time period?
Change the location. What happens when a story that originally occurs in the
country, is transplanted to a city, beach, mall.
Alter the problem or key focus of the original story in some form. Change a
description of a very bad day into the description of a great day.
Change the point of view. Try rewriting a story from another character’s point
of view. Write the story in the voice of that character.
Change the genre or text type. Rewrite a story as a script, the headline story in
a newspaper article, an advice column, a radio commercial, a narrative
poem, series of journal entries.
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Take Our Test

lyrics by Danny Brassell © Copyright 1994, based on the melody from "Be Our
Guest" in Disney’s Beauty and the Beast:

Take our test! Take our test!

Put your name above the rest.

To the right you write the date there.

Who would ask for any less?

Use a pencil - make it sharp. You are now ready to start.
Read directions very slowly...One by one, part by part.
You'll do great! You'll impress!

You are heads above the rest.

And remember you're the student who's the best.
You're the smartest one.

Now come and have some fun.

Take our test!

Take our test!

Take our test!

More Songs from Presentation

Circle (to the tune of: "If You're Happy and You Know It")
A circle is a shape that goes round.
A circle is a shape that goes round.
A circle is a shape that goes round,
And round and round.
A circle is a shape that goes round.

Tiptoe on the circle and go round.
Tiptoe on the circle and go round.
Tiptoe on the circle,

And go round and round and round.
Tiptoe on the circle and go round.

Square (to the tune of: “You Are My Sunshine")
| am a square, a lovely square.
| have four sides; they're all the same.
| have four corners, four lovely corners.
| am a square; yes, that is my name!
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More Songs from Presentation

Triangle (to the tune of: “Three Blind Mice")

One, two, three; one, two, three.

Do you see? Do you see?

Up the hill and to the top,

Down the hill, and then you stop.

Straight across; tell me what have you got?
A triangle! a triangle!

Rectangle (to the tune of: “The Itsy Bitsey Spider")

A long line at the bottom,

A long line at the top,

A short line to connect each side,
A rectangle you've got!

A short line at the bottom

A short line at the top

A long line to connect each side
A rectangle you've got!

Tips for Parents to Help Their Child Succeed in Reading

* Read aloud to your child every night for 10 minutes.

* Obtain a library card for your child and make frequent trips to the library to

check-out books.

* Read for fun in front of your child. Talk about the books, articles and letters

you read.
* Follow a written recipe and cook with your child.
* Eat dinner with your child and discuss your child’s activities from the day.
* Point to signs, license plates and other written materials while out driving.
* Turn on the “closed-captioning” on your television.
* Reward your child with books, magazine subscriptions, etc.
* Show your child how to surf the Internet.
* Teach your child to put down uninteresting books.

Remember:

© Copyright 2010, Danny Brassell
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Books That Changed Danny’s Life

If you want your child to become an avid reader, you need to become an avid
reader. It does not matter what you read; all that matters is how much you read.
Make reading a fun, lifetime habit by introducing your child to wonderful
newspaper and magazine articles, comic books, reading passages. Here are three
books that greatly changed me (you have to attend the seminar to find out how):

The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt, Edmund Morris
Gifted Hands, Ben Carson

Personal Thoughts on Reading

1. I believe that:
good books

+ good strategies
good readers

2. lam “Pro-Choice:” let kids choose whatever they want to read. The more they
read, the better they will get.

3. Give kids time to read in class.
4. Reading should always be fun.

5. “Let kids read where they want, when they want with whomever they want.”
— me (just now)

Terrific Web Resources for Finding Nonfiction Books

| owe a lot to these three websites, which form the foundation of the books | share
during this presentation:

1. judyreadsbooks.com: Judy Freeman’s website. Judy reads a ton of books and
offers wonderful reviews, tips and suggestions for great read alouds.

2. trelease-on-reading.com: Jim Trelease’s website. There is no better speaker
in education, and Jim’s Read Aloud Handbook remains the most valuable
resource for all teachers and parents interested in getting students to read.

3. lazyreaders.com: my website. You did not think | could skip an opportunity
to pitch my website, ranked on Google as the #1 website for “book club
recommendations.”
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Parents Matter.

It is the 21 century. The term “parent” means different things in different
households. Some children have one mommy, others have none and others have
two; some children have a foster mommy, or they are being raised by an auntie or
grandparent or older sibling. The point is that whoever the authority figure is at
home, that is the student’s parent. You need that person on your side.

Parents=friend

1. 24/7/365=8760 (hours in a day/days in a week/days in a year=hours in a
year)

2. 6/5/180=1080

3. 8760 -1080=7680

4. Parents are with kids 7 times longer than teachers.

* Children whose families are involved in their education:
1. have higher achievement levels
2. exhibit more positive attitudes and behaviors; and
3. have higher graduation/college enrollment rates.

* Teachers that encourage greater parent & community involvement:
have higher morale

2. receive higher ratings by parents;

3. receive more support from parents; and

4. their students outperform peers in other classrooms.

—_

* Regular communication:
1. keeps parents informed about curriculum goals & classroom activities; and
2. reinforces the parents’ roles as partners in their children’s education.

* A good web resource for teachers and ESL parents?

1. Google (all search engines, for that matter) has free translation tools when
you click “Language Tools.” This enables teachers to send home parent
communications in parents’ primary language.

2. AltaVista’s “Babel Fish” (babelfish.altavista.com/) is one of my favorite
translators, as it also allows anyone to translate entire web pages into
different languages.

* Remind parents to play games with their children. Games are a great way of

teaching a variety of skills, and they are essential in children’s language
development.
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Tips for Parents to Help Their Child Succeed in Reading

* Read aloud to your child every night for 10 minutes.

* Obtain a library card for your child and make frequent trips to the library to
check-out books.

* Read for fun in front of your child. Talk about the books, articles and letters you
read.

* Follow a written recipe and cook with your child.

* Eat dinner with your child and discuss your child’s activities from the day.

* Point to signs, license plates and other written materials while out driving.

* Turn on the “closed-captioning” on your television.

* Reward your child with books, magazine subscriptions, etc.

* Show your child how to surf the Internet.

* Teach your child to put down uninteresting books.

If | Had My Child to Raise Over Again

by Diane Loomans, “Full Esteem Ahead”

If I had my child to raise all over again,

I"d finger paint more, and point the finger less.

I"d do less correcting, and more connecting.

I’d take my eyes off my watch, and watch with my eyes.
| would care to know less, and know to care more.
I’d take more hikes, and fly more kites.

I"d stop playing serious, and seriously play.

I"d run through more fields, and gaze at more stars.
I"d do more hugging, and less tugging.

| would be firm less often, and affirm much more.
I’d build self-esteem first, and the house later.

I"d teach less about the love of power,

And more about the power of love.
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Including Parents/Volunteers in Your Classroom

* Celebrity Readers
* Halloween Assembly Line
* Home Depot Sheet Rock
* The Share Our Strength System
*  Workshop suggestions
* Language assistance
* Ask for Parent Input constantly
* Things to Remember
1. We each have a unique contribution to make.
2. Our involvement will vary over time as the demands of our life shift or we
acquire new skills.
3. When choosing what role to play, consider what will most benefit your
child, your family, your classroom.

Effective Parent Communication Tools

my second year

» 7 calls/night

e 3!

* 1 walk home/day
homework pact/every Monday
“invited” presentation/last Tuesday of month
guest reader/every Wednesday
newsletter/every Thursday
* 1 parents’ meeting/every other Friday
* Crazy? 0 discipline problems
* good tricks?

1. the board by the door

2. student-led conferences

3. the letter you can’t read

4. Post-it motivation

5. Parent tapes
Now Websites/Email

1
1
1
1

Tools That Support Children’s Progress, Particularly in Reading

Reward Students with Reading Time
Get Students Library Cards
Closed-Captioning on TV

Get Students on Junk Mail Lists
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Increasing Parent & Community Involvement

One Hour a Week
The Six-Blocks Program

* taken from my book “Readers for Life: The Ultimate Reading Fitness Guide,
Grades K-8” (Heinemann, 2006)

Talk with Book Picture
your student Talk Read
Read Partner Writing/
Aloud Read Games

| designed a simple program for parents, community volunteers and older
siblings/peers to use when working with students for one hour a week. Each box
represents 10 minutes, and the order is purely suggested. Some boxes may take
longer. As students” attention spans tend to wander, | advise volunteers never to
spend more than 20 minutes on any one activity.

| have found that with a little guidance and limited training, anyone can learn how
to utilize basic literacy strategies to assist struggling and reluctant readers. This
component of any reading program is usually most effective because it encourages
one-to-one interaction (I have often trained upper elementary and middle school
students to work with lower elementary school students).

A more detailed explanation of each component ensues.
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Six Blocks Program, 1: Talk with Your Student

DIRECTIONS: Get to know students by asking them about themselves (and telling
them about yourself). You can make notes in the boxes below or allow students to
write/draw answers. The point of this activity is: (a) to make students feel more
comfortable with you and (b) to learn about students’ interests so you may find

appropriate reading materials.

WHO DO YOU LIVE WITH?

HOBBIES

FAVORITE FOOD

FAVORITE SUBJECTS

IF YOU COULD GO ANYWHERE,
WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

FAVORITE BOOK

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE
WHEN YOU GROW UP?

OTHER INTERESTING THINGS
ABOUT YOU

© Copyright 2010, Danny Brassell
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Six Blocks Program, 2: Book Talk

* Pick out a variety of books (your local children’s librarian can help you select

15-20 unique titles).

* “Sell” the books without giving everything away. You are like a waiter trying to

unload every last item by making them all sound enticing.

* Make sure all of your books are enticing. When you come across a “clunker,”

tell your student.

* If you speak students’ primary language, find some reading materials in that

language so they can practice in English AND their primary language.

Books Discussed During Book Talk

Anansi, The Spider, Gerald McDermott

Insectlopedia, Douglas Florian

iPio Peep! , Alma Flor Ada

A Weed [s a Flower, Aliki

The Last Apprentice, Joseph Delaney

The Grapes of Math, Greg Tang

Lives of the Musicians, Kathleen Krull

Grandpa’s Teeth, Rod Clement

Grandma’s Bears, Gina Wilson

Encyclopedia Prehistorica: Dinosaurs, Robert Sabuda & Matthew Reinhart
Salt in His Shoes, Deloris Jordan

Mighty Jackie, Marissa Moss

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, Jon Scieszka

It Can’t Be Done Nellie Bly, Nancy Butcher

Thank You, Sarah!, Laurie Halse Anderson

Tadpole’s Promise, Jeanne Willis

The Secret Knowledge of Grown-Ups, David Wisniewski
Guinness Book of World Records, Norris McWhirter

A Year Down Yonder, Richard Peck

The Rest of the Story, Paul Harvey
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Six Blocks Program, 3: Picture Read

Select a cool book with pictures that tell the story (again, you can ask your local
children’s librarian for suggestions).

Share the book with your student. Ask them to look at the pictures and tell you
what is going on. Do not read the words.

Ask “pointed” questions so that your student describes specific items you want
them to observe.

Review what student has observed, and read the story. Now read the words.

Six Blocks Program, 4: Read Aloud

Reading aloud to children is the single-greatest thing you can do to enhance a
child’s literacy.

Regardless of language, kids that are read aloud to perform better in reading
than kids that are not read aloud to. Read aloud to students in English. Read
aloud to students in their primary language.

Ask questions.

Act out what you read. In other words, make the story come to life.

For more tips, buy Jim Trelease’s fantastic book, The Read Aloud Handbook.
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Read Aloud

The single most important thing you can do to help your children become better
and more passionate readers is to read aloud to them often. The single best
resource you can use to help you read aloud better with your children is Jim
Trelease’s The Read Aloud Handbook (Penguin, 2006). By the way — Jim is the best
speaker in the business, and you should stampede to his talk if you ever see that he
is in your area.

Here are some tips when reading aloud to your children:

FEAST on three-a-day: It is not education unless you create a clever
acronym, so | used to “FEAST” on three great read alouds with my students
everyday. FEAST stands for Favorite book (this is a book that your child is
very enthusiastic about, like a cool chapter in the latest Harry Potter book);
EASy book (this is a book that | have read aloud at least five times before
and know that my child can read aloud confidently, even if s/he has
memorized it); and Tough books (this is a book that is written at a level well
above your child’s reading level: keep in mind that young children
especially can understand at a higher level than they can read on their own).
Your presentation matters: make the read aloud memorable.

Interactive: get your children involved in the story by allowing them to echo
key phrases, etc.

Sound effects: allow students to make animal noises for animal books, ghost
noises for scary stories, etc.

Change Names: kids, in my experience, are more likely to be drawn to
books with characters that have their names and the names of their friends
(replace Dick and Jane with Jose and Shaneka).

Allow movement: get your kids physically involved in a story (let them act
like they are swimming or running or whatever the story calls for).

Build anticipation: you do not have to always finish a story; leave the
children at a cliffhanger so that they are motivated to read the ending on
their own.

Repeat, repeat, repeat, repeat. Repetition builds confidence. Read aloud the same
story as often as your children want.
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Six Blocks Program, 5: Partner Read

Countdown (e.g. 1-2-3).

Read aloud together. Partner points to words.

Student signal (e.g. tap on shoulder). Student points to words and reads aloud

solo.

If student stumbles on a word, give student a chance to guess word (e.g. count

to 5).

Give clues (e.g. sounds like, rhymes with, look at picture, context, etc.).

Partner signal. Resume reading aloud together.

Repeat reading until student can read solo.

Six Blocks Program, 6: Writing/Games

Writing Ideas

Literacy Game Ideas

R &

&

RRRERRERRERRERRR

Design a new book cover

Draw your own pictures of
sequence

Create your own “environmental
print”

Write a sequel/different ending
What would you have done?
Create a song about the book
Silly Sentences

Make lists

Write a skit

Journal

Create your own trading cards
Translate text into another language
Create a game based on book
Poetry

Etc.

© Copyright 2010, Danny Brassell
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Scrabble

Word jumbles
Environmental print “words
before your eyes”
Hang-person

Memory

Synonym Squeeze

Word banks

Crosswords

Word parts

Mad Libs

Sniglets

Idiom pictures

Sentence mobiles (cut out
pictures & create sentence)
Boggle

Etc.
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Reading Rewards

Parents and teachers always ask me how they can reward their children for
reading. Well, the first reward | recommend is candy. Kids love candy. Soda and
pizza also work, and if your child still needs motivation, give him/her $20-$50.

Uh, no. Kids are not stupid. They know that if you have to bribe them to read,
reading is not worth doing on its own. By bribing students for reading you are
sending exactly the wrong message.

If you want to reward students for reading, make reading the reward. Buy books
and other reading materials for your child. Praise your child frequently so your
child associates reading with pleasure. You can find a ton of wonderful rewards at
any Dollar Tree or 99 Cent Store, including coloring books, writing materials,
journals, books, stickers, etc. Allow your child to read whatever, whenever and
with whomever s/he wants (you can quote me on that). A few other dazzling tips:

* Reward Children with Reading Time: tell your children that if they finish all
of their chores, etc., that you will read aloud an extra story to them, etc.

* Get Children Library Cards: train your children how to use the library and
obtain materials for themselves.

* Get Children on Junk Mail Lists: increase print in your home and motivation
in your children by getting them on travel brochure lists, catalog lists, etc.
Encourage your children to write famous athletes, politicians, actors,
authors, etc.

* TV-Book: allow children to turn on their favorite TV programs only after you
read aloud a book together.

* Closed-Captioning on TV: when your TV is on, turn on the closed-
captioning button so children are exposed to print as they view.

Great Classroom Libraries Provide...ACCESS.

“Let kids read where they want, when they want with whomever they want.”
— Danny Brassell

Great classroom libraries appeal to the...Senses (keep all senses in mind)

got books?
Here are some ideas to ensure plenty of print in your classroom:
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Great Classroom Libraries Provide...ACCESS. (CONT.)

Newspapers

Most major newspapers have education representatives who can arrange for each
of your students to receive free newspapers each week delivered to your school. In
addition, newspaper education representatives usually provide packets of lesson-
planning ideas & ways for teachers to incorporate newspapers into their curricula.

Service Organizations

Almost every community boasts a variety of service organizations, such as the
Rotary Club, Optimists Club and Lions Club. Churches, temples and veterans’
organizations like the American Legion are also good places to ask for book
donations.

Non-profits

A variety of national non-profit organizations specialize in providing books to
teachers and students in need, including Reading Is Fundamental, First Book and
Rolling Readers. There are many local agencies that also provide resources. For
example, in Los Angeles, The Wonder of Reading (www.wonderofreading.org)
creates school libraries, and BookEnds (www.bookends.org) donates books directly
to teachers. Reading Is Fundamental (www.rif.org) operates nationally.

Bookstores
Major book chains offer up to 20 percent off on books for teachers, and many will
donate damaged copies to teachers. Also great for promotional materials.

Thrift Stores/Salvation Army/Goodwill

These stores have always supplied me with a ton of reading materials for free or at
greatly reduced prices when | described the lack of resources at my school. You’'d
also be surprised how far a handwritten thank-you card from your students can go
with cementing long-term friendships with businesses.

Garage sales/businesses

I have learned that by identifying myself as a teacher, | almost always receive extra
benefits. Most people at garage sales will donate or greatly reduce the price of
books for teachers. | have also found that many businesses will donate materials
they do not need. For example, since my students did not have a rug to read on, |
asked various carpet stores for any leftover carpets or samples that they had. Not
only did | receive enough carpeting for my classroom; | received enough to carpet
every classroom at my school!
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Great Classroom Libraries Provide...ACCESS. (CONT.)

Post Office/AAA

Whenever a person moves and leaves no forwarding address, the post office holds
that person’s mail for a period of time. | once asked my local post office if they
would give me any unclaimed magazines, and they provided me with hundreds.
Additionally, many AAA offices (American Automobile Association) will donate
used maps, pamphlets and tour booklets to classroom teachers. Think of local
agencies that are willing to give documents to your classroom (e.g. one teacher
asked her Congresswoman to donate copies of bills and press releases to her
classroom, and the Congresswoman even came to the class to read to students).

The Friends of the Library

Almost every library has a Friends of the Library (FOL), and most FOLs hold annual
book sales. My father is a librarian, and | learned at an early age that the books that
are not sold are often dumped because libraries do not have sufficient space for all
materials. Most FOLs receive hundreds of National Geographic donations, and they
are glad to pass these along to teachers.

Junk mail/college info

| used to get my students to telephone various companies and ask to be put on
mailing lists. Soon, students were receiving loads of mail on a daily basis. Best of
all, 1 called several universities and received a ton of free materials for my students
to read.

Make Your Own

Hey — if you lack resources in students’ primary language, what better way to
interest them in books than to allow them to make their own books. After they
write stories, songs, recipes, etc. in their own language, they can work with a
buddy and translate the text. A great way to involve parents, too!

When seeking donations, remember two important things: (1) you need to ask and

(2) have your class write a thank-you card for any donation. Don’t let a lack of
funding prevent you from upgrading your classroom library!
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Awesome Literacy Websites

1. http:/curry.edschool.virginia.edu/elementary/projects/ReadAcrossAmerica/
http://curry.edschool.virginia.edu/elementary/projects/readaroundtheworld/
Books for all 50 states and many countries

2. www.janbrett.com
Author’s website with many teacher-oriented materials

3. www.hanswilhelm.com
author of over 200 children’s books, Hans has posted the full text and
picture of over 100 out-of-print children’s books on his site

4. www.scholastic.com
Materials for teachers, students, parents, librarians and administrators

5. www.ala.org
Great for book lists and award winners

6. www.cbcbooks.org
Great for more book lists and award winners

7. www.guysread.com
Author Jon Sciezka’s lists of books boys will be interested in

8. www.carolhurst.com
Tons of book reviews for every grade level

9. www.lexile.com
Gives the readability level of different texts

10.www.starfall.com
Lots of downloadables for free (i.e. books)

11.www.justriddlesandmore.com
Lots of Riddles and Games for kids

12.kids.mysterynet.com
Great for kids interested in solving mysteries (also check out the book series
Crime & Puzzlement)

13.www.bookends.org
Non-profit founded by 8-year-old to build libraries in under-resourced
classrooms (go to lazyreaders.com to help)

14.www.wonderofreading.org
Non-profit that creates school libraries in Los Angeles

15.www.rif.org
National non-profit with great free resources to peruse

16.www.pbskids.org
One of Danny'’s favorite websites (help for teachers, parents and students
based on all PBS kids” shows)

17.www.trelease-on-reading.com
Supplemental to Jim Trelease’s outstanding book The Read-Aloud Handbook

18.www.lazyreaders.com
Danny’s website; provides cool, short book recommendations for all ages
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Technically Speaking: Utilizing Effective Internet Resources

By the end of this session, we will have:
1. Examined how to utilize computers for instructional support;
2. Determined how to maximize Internet tools designed to assist students in
literacy;
3. Reviewed Internet resources for teachers, students, parents and
administrators; and
4. Discussed at least 100 excellent free resources available on the Internet.

The Starting Point

* My focus is always literacy.

* Good teachers differentiate instruction and accommodate all learners (ESL,
special needs, etc.).

* Good teachers integrate content throughout their lessons.

* Technology should help us teach better; it should not be a burden.

* How can we use technology to help us teach better?

* Please note that these notes cover Danny’s full-day technology training for K-12 teachers

Did You Know?

One of my favorite Internet tools is YouTube.com, which host millions of videos,
including a growing database of sample teacher lessons. One video that moved me
in particular, http:/youtube.com/watch?v=GES3um1HYcM, reveals a lot of
interesting tidbits in under six minutes, including:

* The number of text messages sent each day exceeds the population of the
planet.

* According to former Secretary of Education Richard Riley, the top ten jobs
that will be in demand in 2010...did not exist in 2004.

e The U.S. is 20" in the world in broadband Internet penetration (Luxembourg
recently passed us).

* Nintendo invested more than $140 million in research and development in
2002 alone. The U.S. federal government spent less than half as much on
innovation in education.

* One of every 8 couples married in 2007 met online.

* There are over 106 million registered users of MySpace (as of Sept. 2006). If
MySpace were a country, it would be the 11"-largest in the world (between
Japan and Mexico).
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I. Tools for Teachers

How Can We Use the Internet in Teaching & Learning?
* Virtual library search engine
* Graphics
* Utility programs (e.g. gradebooks)
* Professional info (e.g. credential regulations, standards, grants, jobs, etc.)
* Document Retrieval (e.g. public domain books, poetry, song lyrics, etc.)
* Virtual fieldtrips
1. www.artsedge.kennedy-center.org The Kennedy Center
2. www.metmuseum.org/ The Metropolitan Museum of Art (NYC)
3. www.playmusic.org teaches students instruments in orchestra
* Lesson plans
* Simulations & games

Portal Sites (Lesson Plans, etc.)

www.aolatschool.com lesson plans

www.marcopolo-education.org rated #1 by Edutopia

www.education-world.com lesson plans

www.teachervision.com lesson plans

www.teachnet.com lesson plans

www.teach-nology.com lesson plans (how to integrate technology into lessons)

www.teachercreated.com lesson plans

www.canteach.ca lesson plans (Canada)

9. www.lessonplanspage.com lesson plans

10.www.4teachers.org lesson plans

11.www.lessonplanz.com lesson plans

12.www.buildingrainbows.com/CA/ca.home.php lesson plans (broken down by
grade)

13.www.about.com/education lesson plans (this site is on the rise)

14.www.edhelper.com lesson plans + units (with a $19.95 annual fee for best
features)

15.www.esl-lounge.com ESL lessons (if you need further ESL suggestions, email
me)

16.www.kinderart.com arts-based lesson plans

17.www.hubbardscupboard.com wonderful kindergarten teacher personal site

18. http://www.teachingheart.net/ AWESOME teacher personal site

cONOUT A WD —
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More Cool Stuff for Teachers

www.reacheverychild.com shows teacher resource links

http://www_sitesforteachers.com/ shows most popular sites for teachers

http://w.webring.com/hub?ring=teachersnet teacher’s links to favorite K-12 sites

http:/i.webring.com/hub?ring=teachkids teacher’s links to favorite elem. sites

http://www.kididdles.com/mouseum/ full-text songs/nursery rhymes/lullabies

www.internet4classrooms.com great reproducibles (e.g. certficates, flashcards)

http://www.ed.gov/free/index.html  gov’t sites that offer free materials for

teachers

www.stepstoliteracy.com teacher supply store (material ideas)

http://edweb.sdsu.edu/courses/edtec670/Cardboard/Matrix.html AWESOME

games with accompanying standards-based lesson plans

10.www.cited.org Center for Implementing Technology in Education offers a
number of free resources for educators

11.www.dominguezonline.csudh.edu CSUDH offers several free online courses

12. http://ocw.mit.edu MIT OpenCourseWare allows you free MIT course access

13. http://searchlight.utexas.org free teacher professional development resources

Help with Literacy

http://www.alphadictionary.com/ww/goodwordjr/ great vocabulary games
www.edsitement.neh.gov shows curricular areas diff. gov. sites address
www.readwritethink.org expert-reviewed lessons
www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown great children’s literature web guide
http://www.eduscapes.com/ladders/ AWESOME links to materials for Caldecott
& Newbery winners

www.ala.org lots of great recommended reading lists

www.cbcbooks.org more recommended reading lists

www.guysread.com recommended books for boys (sponsored by Jon Scieszka)
. www.carolhurst.com summaries of all the books she has reviewed (1000s)
0.www.janbrett.com wonderful author site with useful teacher links
1.www.hanswilhelm.com Hans has placed the full text and pictures of over 100
of his out-of-print books on this site

12.www.lexile.com shows readability level of texts
13.www.us.penguingroup.com Mad Libs!

14.www.justriddlesandmore.com riddles and jokes

15.www.kids.mysterynet.com kid mysteries

16.www.funbrain.com/idioms kid games for learning idioms
17.www.bookends.org literacy non-profit

18.www.wonderofreading.org literacy non-profit

19.www.rif.org national literacy non-profit with recommended reading lists
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Help with Math/Logic

www.aimsedu.org/puzzle/index.html puzzles
www.aplusmath.com downloadable flashcards
www.funbrain.com/cashreg money conversion game
www.greylabyrinth.com puzzles

www.enchantedmind.com puzzles/tangrams
www.mape.org.uk/activities great sorting games (e.g. fairy tales)
www.illuminations.nctm.org/ expert-reviewed lessons
www.c3.lanl.gov/mega-math/ math activities

9. www.themoneymammals.com economics for kids

10. http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html math sorting games
11.www.learner.org/teacherslab more math games
12.www.library.rider.edu/scholarly/rlackie/sci/  math & science explained for
laypeople

CONO Ul W IN —

Help with Science & Social Studies

http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/eds/tools/ science resources

www.nsdl.org science lessons

www.education.jlab.org science lessons (reviewed by teachers and kids)
www.funbrain.org/who great game (match inventor with what s/he invented)
www.games.funschool.com more science matching games
www.ology.amnh.org/ science taught by passionate experts
www.quest.nasa.gov/about/ #1 hits/day ever (Mars landing)
www.weather.com/ weather maps/patterns

9. www.congress.org write Congressional officials
10.www.digitalhistory.uh.edu history from multiple perspectives
11.www.econedlink.org/ great civics site

12.www.eyewitnesstohistory.com sort of like E.R. Murrow’s “You Were There”
13.www.nationalatlas.gov atlas

14.www.usacitylink.com info about cities in America
15.www.sheppardsoftware.com place state in correct place on map
16.www.mapquest.com maps

17.www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions Indiana Jones adventures for kids
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WebQuests

* WebQuests are internet-integrated assignments that require students to use
online resources in solving a problem that is presented in a role-playing
scenario. This portion of training will give you practice in:

@ Understanding the components of a WebQuest

@& Identifying models and samples for use with your classes

@& Creating WebQuests to complement your instructional program
@& Evaluating and adapting existing WebQuests for classroom use

* So let’s get started:

1. Let’s understand WebQuest better by taking a look at a few in your
content area and analyzing their parts. To accomplish this, you’ll need to
visit the Matrix using the following link and search for examples in your
subject area and grade level: www.webquest.org/search.

2. Use the two drop-down boxes to select your grade level and subject
area, and then click the button labeled “Search Matrix.”

3. You should be presented with a list of WebQuests that other teachers
have created in your subject area that they have used with their students.
Read the summaries and click on any of them that seem interesting to
you. What will appear next is that teacher’s Webquest.

4. This is a good opportunity to learn the parts and purpose of a WebQuest.
First, you should notice that each project asks students to solve a
problem of some sort using resources that the teacher has identified for
them.

5. Next, you will see that a teacher has constructed a scenario that places
his or her students in roles that need to work together to create a specific
product.

6. Finally, the teacher should have conveyed the assessment standards that
will be used to evaluate each groups output (usually in the form of a
rubric).

7. Use the attached pages to take notes on the six components
(introduction, task, process, resources, evaluation, conclusion) that make
up a WebQuest. Pay particular attention to how the teachers set-up the
problem-solving scenario and how they direct their students to proceed
in  fulfilling the tasks that they’ve created for them
(www.webquestcomponents.wikispaces.com).

* Did some of the sites seem “better” or more effective than others? Were the
objectives clearer? Did the teacher state the student procedures more precisely?
Was the assessment more closely aligned to the task? Etc.
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I1. Tools for Students

Let's go to www.professorgarfield.wikispaces.com. Read about how Jim Davis
has created a wonderful K-8 literacy site for students, and then follow the link
to www.professorgarfield.org.

Practice:

1. Listening (Music Bot)

Drawing (Art Bot)

Phonics Games (Fishing with Phonics & Orson’s Farm)

Reading (Reading Ring)

. Writing (Comics Lab)

Younger students benefit from audio websites, like www.storylineonline.net by
BookPals & SAG.

Listen to “Somebody Loves You, Mr. Hatch,” read by H. Elizondo.

Here are some more great educational websites for students...

g1 B~ N

Student Websites
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http://funschool.com/ lots of games (too many ads, though)
www.kidinfo.com/ homework help

www.ajkids.com kid search engine (kid-friendly sites)
www.factmonster.com kid search engine (kid-friendly sites)
www.sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick! kid search engine (kid-friendly sites)
www.yahooligans.com kid search engine (kid-friendly sites)

I1l. Tools for Parents

How Can We Use Computers to Enhance Communication with Parents,
Students & Colleagues?

1. E-mail

2. Listservs

3. Chatrooms

4. Discussion Boards

Parents/friend

24/7/365=8,760 hours in a year

6/5/180=1,080 hours in an average school year

8,760 — 1,080 = 7,680 hours students are not with teachers
translation: we need parents on our side
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I1l. Tools for Parents

Take 5 minutes to create a weekly bulletin for parents. Do not get too fancy;
just use an MS Word document. If you'd like, you can tell parents about
WebQuests and or the student tools we have discussed (esl-lab,
storylineonline, pbskids, professorgarfield).

Copy the text of your newsletter.

Go to www.google.com. Most people just type in the box and ignore the words
around the box like “Language Tools.”

Click “Language Tools” and paste your text in the box marked “Translate text.”
Choose a language from the language box below (there should be
approximately a dozen languages that can be converted from English). Click
“translate.”

To the right of your original text, you should see your English text translated
into another language.

Go to the area below marked “Translate a Web Page.”

Type in my favorite website, ww.lazyreaders.com, and choose a language to
the right.

Click “translate,” and be impressed.

Are ESL parents going to criticize your grammar or admire your gesture?
Danny’s law

Note that most major search engines (e.g. AltaVista) offer free translation tools.

__ Wikis & Other Websitess

WikiSpaces includes a great online tutorial, so do not stress about
remembering everything we talk about today.

Let's go to www.wikispaces.com. Click on “Introducing...Your Space” under
“WikiSpaces News.” Then click on “tours,” which is highlighted in green in the
center of the page. The tutorial is only approximately 10 minutes, and includes:
Introduction

Personalize Your Space

Files and Pictures

Notification and RSS

. Personal Settings

Look at all the useful tools we can create to help communicate with parents, as
well as students, colleagues, etc.

Here are some more cool websites for parents:

http://mothergoose.com/ Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes
http://readingrockets.org/ parent resources, recommended reading lists
www.refdesk.com one of the best online encyclopedias

www.answers.com answers to tons of questions

U1 K~ W N —
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IV. Tools for Administrators

* The IRIS Center develops and provides online materials to faculty of pre-service
school personnel and to professional development providers for in-service
training with the intent of improving the learning of students with disabilities in
inclusive settings.

* The IRIS website rocks! Some of the benefits include:

v" Broad variety of available materials

v" All materials are FREE!

v Instructional strategies presented in IRIS materials are research-based

v" Tons of features (e.g., Web Resource Dictionary, Film Search Tool, Online

Dictionary)

Let’s check out IRIS: www.iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu. Play around with it, as it is
a great professional development tool to help teachers and administrators meet the
needs of all students.

Danny’s Dirty Dozen

Finally, here are twelve of my favorite websites for teachers:

TechTrekers: www.techtrekers.com (wonderful teacher resources)

PBS Kids: www.pbskids.org (great resources for teachers, kids, parents)

Starfall: wwwe.starfall.com (free downloadable books/activities)

Scholastic: www.scholastic.com (great resources for kids, teachers, parents,

administrators)

The Discovery Channel: www.discoveryschool.com (great resources,

including the free word find puzzlemaker)

EdSelect: www.edselect.com (wonderful literacy links and thematic units)

Education Index (Weasel Coffee House Chatroom): www.educationindex.com

Educator’s Reference Desk: www.eduref.org (encyclopedia for teachers)

Gateway to Education Materials (GEM): www.thegateway.org/ (TONS of

lessons)

10.Mrs. Bonthuis’s Awesome Class Resources: www.mrsbonthuisclass.com
(incredibly organized thematic units)

11.Jim Trelease’s Website: www.trelease-on-reading.com (read aloud info)

12.The Lazy Readers’ Club: www.lazyreaders.com (the BEST site on the

web...great for cool, short book recommendations)

Thank You!

We need you. Remember: you make a difference every day. Thanks for all you do!

N W N —
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Danny Brassell

1g Superior Presentation

“Fun, Meaningful & Memorable”
dannybrassell.com

My "Weapons of Mass Instruction" speaking engagements for teachers, administrators, parents and
students range from 20-minute keynotes to two-day seminars, and | speak on a variety of topics for
all ages. For corporate and non-profit workshops, please contact me directly at dannybrassell.com.

WORKSHOPS

1. 75 Reading Strategies in 75 Minutes

Discover 75 ways to get your students to read! Danny demonstrates fun activities you can use
throughout the day to motivate and inspire your students to become more proficient readers. You’ll
learn how to transform your classroom into a literacy center. And, discover the secrets to helping all
students develop a lifelong passion for reading.

2. Accelerating English Language Learners’ Literacy Skills

Boost vocabulary. Improve reading skills. Accelerate language acquisition. Join Danny to discover
helpful tips, valuable strategies and outstanding children’s literature you can use to enhance the
literacy skills of your English language learners. Plus, you’ll explore how to promote greater cultural
understanding in your classroom by building on the varied backgrounds of your students.

3. Sparking Students’ Imaginations

Improve your students’ problem-solving and creative thinking abilities. In this innovative session,
Danny shares outstanding activities you can use to challenge your students to think outside, inside
and all around the box. Best of all, you’ll learn how to incorporate brain teasers, riddles and games
into your daily routines to enhance your students’ imaginations.

4. Motivation: Helping Students Achieve Success

Equip your students with a burning desire to learn! In this interactive session, you’ll explore what
motivates students to achieve success in the classroom. Danny will share ways to increase student
productivity and build confidence. And, you’ll learn how different motivational theories can help
you to understand and diagnose motivational issues.

5. Boosting Literacy with Newspapers

Create a months worth of lessons from a newspaper! In this engaging session, Danny demonstrates
dozens of ways you can use newspapers to meet language arts standards while making reading and
writing enjoyable experiences for students. You’ll explore how to create lessons with newspapers
across all of the content areas. And, you’ll learn how to incorporate newspapers into daily routines.
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6. Nothing But Poetry!

Improve literacy skills with poetry! In this session, you’ll learn dozens of poetry activities designed
to enhance your students’ literacy development. Plus, discover how to incorporate poetry into your
daily lesson plans to captivate students’ interest and create a passion for reading.

7. Songs, Games & Morning Meeting

Wake up your students with countless songs, games and activities! In this highly engaging session,
you'll discover a wealth of super activities designed to motivate your students and get them excited
about learning all day long. Best of all, you'll leave with a variety of ways to incorporate music and
motion into your daily routine.

8. Turning Struggling and Reluctant Readers into Passionate Readers

Discover great ways to motivate your struggling and reluctant readers to read! Danny demonstrates
strategies and books designed to help you increase interest in reading — both in school and at home.
And, you'll explore dozens of titles in a variety of genres you can use in your classroom right away.

9. Vocabulary Strategies for All Students

Learn how to improve reading skills through stronger vocabulary. Join Danny to learn innovative
ways to support vocabulary growth beyond a solid foundation of read-alouds and sustained silent
reading time. You’'ll learn strategies that build on your students’ prior knowledge. And, you'll
explore a variety of engaging activities to support strong vocabulary.

10. Dare to Differentiate: 50 Terrific Teacher Tricks

Reinvigorate your passion for teaching! Join Danny in this eye-opening session to learn 50 terrific
tricks successful teachers have used to stimulate students’ interest in learning. You'll learn how to
incorporate standards without sacrificing fun. And, leave with new songs, games and activities you
can immediately put to use in your classroom.

11. Books for All Occasions: Creating Readers for Life

Finding just the right books to inspire students to read can be a challenge, but it does not have to be.
Join Danny as he shares his insights on a wide range of books for every grade level that are sure to
be a hit with all of your students. You'll leave with a list of popular titles plus scores of exciting
strategies you can use to motivate every student to read.

12. Keep It Real! Jumpstarting Literacy with Nonfiction

Stimulate all students’ interest in reading with outstanding nonfiction books! You’ll learn how to
find great books and ways to integrate them across the curriculum. Plus, Danny shares over 100
nonfiction titles you can use right away!

13. Comprehension That Works!

Comprehension is what reading is all about! Learn how to foster students’ comprehension by
showing them how to: focus on relevant information, interpret it and integrate it with what they
already know. You’ll learn how to create an instructional environment that promotes risk taking and
involves students in a variety of real reading situations — and meets standards. Your students will
learn to focus on meaning as thoughtful readers.

14. Boys and Books

Learn how to get even your most reluctant boy readers excited about books. Join Danny as he
reviews popular titles and strategies, which he has used successfully with struggling and reluctant
boy readers. You'll walk away from this engaging session with loads of practical, ready-to-use
materials.
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KEYNOTES

[ speak on a variety of topics for all ages. Make sure to contact me with your organization's specific
needs:

1. A Baker’s Dozen of Lessons Learned from the Teaching Trenches

It takes a special person to be a teacher. Every day presents new challenges, and our attitudes and
expectations shape our success. Join Danny as he shares a fast-paced, humorous and motivational
keynote designed to show you how you make a difference in the lives of your students. From
teaching preschoolers to rocket scientists, Danny shares his own trials and tribulations in the
classroom as well as why he loves to teach. You’ll learn his secret to good teaching and leave
feeling invigorated.

2. Bringing Back Joy Into the Classroom

Teachers are “kid-people.” They do not teach for the pay or daily accolades from society; they teach
because they care about kids. The standardized testing craze has terrified students and led many
great teachers to quit. Come join Danny as he reminds teachers of their importance in the every day
development of children. He’ll remind you how to laugh, sing, dance and play in order to bring the
joy back into your classroom.

3. DO or DI: Differentiating Instruction So All Students Succeed

Students watch our every move. The best teachers constantly set high expectations, attempt new
things and never let the threat of embarrassment and failure stand in their way. Join Danny Brassell
as he shares a fast-paced, humorous and inspirational keynote designed to share his observations of
the traits the best teachers he has encountered over the years and how to differentiate instruction to
meet the needs of all your students. Train your students how to welcome new opportunities and
challenges, recognize but not submit to fear and, above all else, to believe in themselves.

4. Waking Up Your Lazy Readers!

Get ready to move! Discover great ways to motivate your struggling and reluctant readers to read, as
Danny demonstrates strategies and books designed to help you increase interest in reading — both in
school and at home. Plus, learn about effective, FREE web-based tools you can use to enhance your
students' reading attitudes and aptitudes.
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Bring Dr. Danny to Your School!

Please think of me for your next event, as | strive to present superior presentations
that are “fun, meaningful and memorable.” You may contact me via my website at
www.dannybrassell.com/contact. All the best! — Danny ©

e &
STRATEGIES ; =

Boost
Achievement 4

Build a
Life-Long

Love of
Reading

Meet Dr. Danny
www.lazyreaders.com

Danny Brassell is an Associate Professor in the Teacher Education Department at
California State University-Dominguez Hills. He is an experienced classroom
teacher who has worked with students ranging from preschoolers to rocket
scientists, and he has published numerous articles and seven books, including
75+ Reading Strategies: Boost Achievement and Build a Life-long Love of
Reading (Crystal Springs, 2009). A reformed reluctant reader now dedicated to
creating passionate readers, he founded the Lazy Readers’ Book Club,
www lazyreaders.com, Google's #1-ranked website for cool, short “book club
recommendations” for all ages. Using humor, music and games, Dr. Brassell crafts
presentations that are “fun, meaningful and memorable” to his audiences.

To find out how you can book Danny to speak at your organization, call (310)
243-2436 or e-mail him via www.dannybrassell.com/contact.

Subscribe for free today to the Lazy Readers’ Book Club, your reading time
manager. Each month you will receive ten book recommendations for all ages,
with no books over 250 pages. Also, books and other items purchased from
Amazon.com through links from the lazy readers.com website will directly benefit
BookEnds, a nonprofit organization devoted to increasing children’s access to
books and community service awareness.
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Danny Brassell

‘Fun, Meaningful & Memorable”
dannybrassell.com

Testimonials
You probably do not know who | am, or what kind of speaker | may be. To assist you in your
selection, | have included a sampling of testimonials from schools, businesses and organizations that
[ have received over the past two years:

“Danny Brassell has the unique ability to motivate and inspire while still delivering a meaningful
educational message. He received rave reviews from our entire staff.”

Dr. Wayne Babcanec, Superintendent

Norwalk City Schools

Norwalk, Ohio

“Danny Brassell is a cross between Jim Carrey and Robin Williams...If you don’t walk away from
his seminar with ideas you can use tomorrow, you were unconscious during the presentation.”
Nancy Bebrin, ESL teacher
Quaker Farms School
Oxford, Connecticut

“The comments from the evaluations were outstanding. Personally, in my 41 years as an
educator, | say Danny is one of the very best...something for every one: Pre-K-12th grade. He was
super!”

Bernice M. Wright, Executive Director of Instruction

Lee County School District

Bishopville, South Carolina

“’Look! 1t’s a bird, it’s a plane. No, it’s Super Dan!” If you want to dazzle your staff with Danny’s
amazing ability to engage an audience and provide the information they need to understand the
process of reading, deliver tried and true instruction in their classrooms, and experience first hand
the power of motivation in learning, then don’t hesitate to call on Danny Brassell. Danny has
worked with our staffs on several occasions this year and we’ve been very pleased with his work.”

Janice DiVincenzo, PreK-12 Literacy Coordinator

Waukegan Public Schools

Waukegan, Illinois

“Dr. Danny's presentations were engaging, full of energy and fun...but most importantly they were
immediately useful for the classroom teacher.”

Richard P. Pierucci, £Ed.D., Associate Superintendent

Norris School District

Bakersfield, California
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More Testimonials

“Danny’s enthusiasm was contagious and his personal experiences made the presentation
informative and relevant. Some people may find it daunting to energize and motivate a large
group of administrators after completing statewide testing, but Danny ‘knocked our socks off.” We
were ready for any challenge after listening to his inspiring presentation.”

Robert L. Wagner, President

Maryland Association of Elementary School Principals

Ocean City, Maryland

“Nothing could have been better for our teachers to start the year off on a positive note. Danny
engaged and motivated all of our teachers from pre-K to high school, first year to 30 year vets,
with stories from the classroom and life. His energy and passion for literacy generated a standing
ovation and is something our teachers still talk about.”

Robert Schwartz, Chief Academic Officer

ICEF Public Schools

Los Angeles, California

“Danny had the energy of my two year old during his presentation. In an era where there is more
negativity than positivity surrounding education, Danny remains a positive influence through not
only his sheer joy of sharing books, but more importantly refocusing others on impacting the lives
of students.”

Louie Mardesich, Principal

Barton Hill Elementary School

San Pedro, California

“Danny Brassell is an engaging and energetic presenter. His information and activities are
research-based and applicable across all grade levels and content areas. There is never a dull
moment during his workshops. Danny even had the high school coaches engaged and singing
along with him during one activity on a hot, summer afternoon.”

Marilyn Brown, Director of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

Taft High School

Taft, California

"It’s great to see our employees unified in a common goal. Their desire to achieve personal growth
helps create a stronger commitment to our company. Danny aspires to bring the best out of an
individual by using his charismatic enthusiasm, humor, and metivational skills. It was evident that
our employees walked away inspired and were eager for more Danny.”

Daniela Sabo, Human Resources Coordinator

AEG — STAPLES Center and NOKIA Theatre L.A. LIVE

Los Angeles, California

"Danny is an amazing presenter! His take and approach to creating a positive learning
environment is applicable to all youth development organizations. He truly motivated my staff to
make a difference in the lives of the young people we service.”

Erikk Aldridge, Executive Director

Venice Boys & Girls Club

Venice, California
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